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RECOGNIZE THE PLIGHT OF SHAD
VETERANS: IT°S ABOUT TIME!

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | urge support for
H.R. 4259, the “Veterans Right to Know Act”,
recently introduced by my colleague, Con-
gressman MIKE THOMPSON. This bill requires
an investigation into chemical and biological
weapons tests, especially those carried out
from 1962-1974 on our nation’s
servicemembers.

In this time of war, it is prudent that we re-
double our efforts to ensure that the nation is
willing and able to protect our troops deployed
in Iraqg and Afghanistan. To that end, it is im-
perative that we learn from the past—and one
of the great lessons to be learned is that of
Project 112 and SHAD.

Project 112 was a Department of Defense
program of weapons testing and SHAD (Ship-
board Hazard and Defense) was a part of the
larger Project 112. SHAD involved a series of
tests that were conducted to determine the
vulnerability of U.S. warships to attacks with
chemical and biological agents. Although serv-
ice members were not test subjects, they were
on board the ships during the tests.

So far, almost 6000 unknowing military per-
sonnel have been identified as having been in-
volved in Project 112, exposed to Vx Nerve
Gas, Sarin Nerve Gas, E. coli and other toxins
and carcinogens. The illnesses occurring at
too early ages among many of these veterans
seem to be more than a coincidence.

| want to commend our veterans for their
diligence in bringing this matter to the fore-
front. Once again, it is our veterans who had
to advocate on their own behalf to get the
government to release information about
harmful exposures so they could better under-
stand their health issues and illnesses. The
Department of Defense denied the tests up
until 2002.

We have learned a lot since 2002 when
these tests became public knowledge, but
there is still much to learn. That is why this
bill, H.R. 4259, is so important. We need an
independent effort to diligently pursue all ave-
nues to discover every veteran who was af-
fected by this testing and to provide each one
with appropriate treatment and benefits. In ad-
dition, we need to ensure that steps are taken
to prevent and improve the documentation of
potentially harmful exposures during the cur-
rent wars. The lives of our veterans depend
on our diligence.

H.R. 4259 is endorsed by the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America, the American Legion, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans, the Military Order of the Purple
Heart, the Military Officers Association of
America, the Paralyzed Veterans of America
and the Blinded Veterans Association. Won'’t
you join them? Please let Congressman
THOMPSON know that you want to co-sponsor
H.R. 4259!
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4340, UNITED STATES-
BAHRAIN FREE TRADE AGREE-
MENT IMPLEMENTATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2005

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 4340, the United States-
Bahrain Free Trade Agreement Implementa-
tion Act. Overall | believe the agreement con-
tains numerous important benefits for the peo-
ple of both the United States and Bahrain.

The agreement would allow 100 percent of
American-made industrial and consumer
goods and virtually all agricultural products to
enter Bahrain duty free. The agreement would
also expand access for the United States to
many of the financial and service sectors in
Bahrain along with strengthening intellectual
property protections. This improved commer-
cial relationship between our countries will
benefit many sectors of the American econ-
omy, including agriculture, banking and securi-
ties, and high technology.

| have supported a number of trade agree-
ments to expand access to foreign markets for
exports as part of a long-term strategy to
strengthen the American economy. While ex-
panding markets for American businesses and
farmers is critical, | believe it needs to be
done responsibly, accounting for the treatment
and protection of workers and the environ-
ment. This agreement makes efforts to do so.

Regarding the agreement’s labor provisions,
| am concerned that Bahrain is not in com-
plete compliance with International Labor Or-
ganization, (ILO), core labor standards. But it
is my understanding that Bahrain has com-
mitted in an exchange of letters—which will be
included with the trade agreement—to modify
domestic laws to comply with key labor stand-
ards. | commend the Kingdom of Bahrain for
its commitment to modify its domestic laws,
and | urge the Administration and the United
States Trade Representative, (USTR), to mon-
itor progress in this regard.

In the future, | think the administration and
the USTR would be well served by including
labor provisions, such as those included in the
United States-Jordan Free Trade Agreement,
in the body of future trade agreements and by
making them subject to sanctions via dispute
resolution procedures. The dispute resolution
procedures fall short in the case of the Bah-
rain FTA. It is important that the United States
takes step to ensure our trading partners pro-
vide workers with basic labor rights. By includ-
ing such requirements we dedicate ourselves
to this goal.

While this agreement is largely about the
liberalized exchange of goods and services, it
is also about building a stronger relationship
with a strategic country in the Middle East.

Opening up commerce between the U.S.
and Bahrain can help us gain Bahrain’s sup-
port for initiatives in other areas, such as re-
solving the Arab-Israeli conflict and restoring
security to Irag. In that connection, it is impor-
tant to note that Bahrain is not observing the
Arab League boycott of Israel. | welcome the
U.S.-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement and urge
its support.
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TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL C.
FLYNN

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a true gentleman, wonderful
husband and father, and extraordinary leader
in our Armed Forces, CAPT Samuel C. Flynn,
Jr. Sam passed away after a long illness on
December 4, 2005, but his legacy and con-
tributions will live on in the hearts and minds
of many for generations to come, and we are
forever grateful for his service to our country.

Born and raised in Lake Waccamaw, N.C.,
Captain Flynn embodied the true spirit of a
dedicated and determined leader. He grad-
uated from Hallsboro High School as Valedic-
torian of the class of 1951, where he earned
varsity letters in football, basketball and base-
ball. In 1955, he graduated from Wake Forest
College with a Bachelor of Science degree.

After college, Captain Flynn entered the
U.S. Navy and received his Navy Wings of
Gold and designation as a Naval Aviator in
June 1958. Throughout his 31 years of serv-
ice, he proudly served as a fighter pilot and
Landing Signal Officer, and assumed com-
mand of Fighter Squadron 31, Carrier Air
Wing TWO, Fighter Wing ONE, and NAS
Kingsville, Texas. With Fighter Squadron 31,
Captain Flynn embarked on his third South-
east Asia tour, and on June 21, 1972, he and
his Radar Intercept Officer downed a MIG-21
over North Vietnam, making the first MIG kill
of the war for Fighting 31, SARATOGA, and
Attack Carrier Air Wing 3. He flew over 250
combat missions in the F-4 Phantom and
logged a total of 1,175 aircraft carrier arrested
landings. Not only did Captain Flynn serve his
city, state, and nation with distinction, dedica-
tion, and determination, he also understood
the price of freedom and risked his life so oth-
ers could rest peacefully each night.

Captain Flynn is a highly decorated sailor,
receiving the Silver Star, 5 Distinguished Fly-
ing Crosses, and 3 Meritorious Service med-
als. He also received 22 Strike Flight Air Med-
als, 2 individual awards of the Air Medal, 3
Commendation Medals (with combat “V”), and
numerous other awards and ribbons.

Captain Flynn loved his family and was pre-
deceased by his first wife, Shirley Ownby
Flynn, and is survived by his present wife,
Melynda Mclintyre Flynn; his son, Samuel C.
Flynn, Ill of San Diego, CA; his daughter, Eliz-
abeth Flynn Pforr, her husband Paul and their
children Kyle and Alexandria Pforr, of Alexan-
dria, VA; his brother, James “Jimmy” L. Flynn,
his wife Nancy, of Wilmington, NC; as well as
his brother-in-law, David Ownby and his wife
Jean, of Cumberland, VA.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower once said,
“If we make ourselves worthy of America’s
ideals, if we do not forget that our Nation was
founded on the premise that all men are crea-
tures of God’s making, the world will come to
know that it is free men who carry forward the
true promise of human progress and dignity.”
Indeed, Sam Flynn’s life was the embodiment
of this. He was a man who was known by per-
sons of all races, ages, and religions for both
his kind deeds and his loving, unselfish heart.

Mr. Speaker, dedicated service to others
combined with dynamic leadership has been
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